The Biosocial Society

Bursary Guidelines

Small Research Grants & Conference Presentation Funding

For Postgraduate Research Students Working on Biosocial Topics
Effective from 7th July 2008
1.
The purpose of the Biosocial Society bursary scheme is to support financially, to the extent that funds permit, the work of postgraduate research students working for their degrees on biosocial topics.  It is intended for use on fieldwork and other research expenses, or on conference travel and accommodation, but not routine living costs.
2.
The Biosocial Society bursary scheme is intended to provide a modest supplement to the postgraduate students’ normal research expenses grants or conference presentation funding, thereby adding extra value of some specific kind to their existing postgraduate work.  It is not intended to substitute for any of the funding normally supplied by universities, research councils or other major funding bodies.  

3.
Applicants must be members of the Society at the time of application, and must be concurrently enrolled for a postgraduate research degree (doctoral or research master’s) at a recognized university.  There is no restriction as to nationality or residence status.

4.
The Society’s committee, on advice of its Chair and Treasurer, will set an upper limit to the total amount or number of grants available at each round.  Currently, awards of up to £750 are available to help with costs associated with fieldwork or data collection.  Awards of up to £250 are available towards the cost of participation in conferences.  There will normally be two deadlines each year, in January and July, with one award of each type available at each round.  There is no lower limit, and no awards need be made.
5.
Applications must be made using the form provided and must include a signed statement from the applicant’s principal academic supervisor.  They must reach the Society’s Secretary (currently Dr Mhairi Gibson, Department of Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Bristol, 43 Woodland Road, Bristol, BS8 1UU, UK, e-mail: Mhairi.Gibson@bris.ac.uk) by the relevant deadline (the end of January and July unless otherwise stated on the website).
6. 
A committee formed within the Society will assess the applications and recommend awards of bursaries to the applicants it ranks most highly.  Once recommendations have been approved by the Society’s Chair, they become final decisions.
7.
Amongst the criteria taken into account in the committee’s assessment of each application will be: substantive academic merit; value for money in budgetary terms; feasibility of the work proposed, including its realism about timing; and the extent to which the work is biosocial in character.  

8.
Applicants should expect their budgets to be scrutinized critically.  A budget which is not well justified or appears financially inefficient in reaching defined objectives may disadvantage a project, however excellent it may be in other respects.  
9.
The committee will also take note of the comments offered by the applicants’ supervisors and of the stage reached by applicants in their progress through their degree program. 

10.
Successful and unsuccessful applicants will be advised by the Society within three months from the relevant deadline.  The Society’s Treasurer will disburse funds to successful applicants within the same period of time.
11.
A brief academic and financial report on the use of the bursary funds must be submitted to the Society via the Secretary as soon as the work is completed or within six months of the disbursal of funds.

12.
The manuscript of a paper by each successful applicant, drawing on the work funded, must be submitted to the Editor of the Society’s journal Society, Biology and Human Affairs within one year from the disbursal of funds unless a later date is negotiated.  In the case of a conference grant, the paper for SBHA may either be based on the conference paper presented by the grantee or be an overall report on the conference attended.
13. 
If the work for which a grant has been made ceases to be viable for any reason, the funds must be declined or returned in their entirety unless another arrangement is negotiated.
14.
If a grantee seeks for any reason to make any significant change in the nature of the work as originally proposed, the Society’s approval for that change must be gained before any funds are committed to it.

15.
Following unsuccessful application, postgraduate research students may re-apply repeatedly to the Society’s bursary scheme while they remain eligible for it; but once they have received one grant under the scheme, they cease to be eligible for any further grants.
16.
Award of a bursary does not reduce any of the normal responsibilities incumbent on research students and their universities in regard to ethical clearance, health and safety, insurance cover etc.

17.
Awards will not normally be made retrospectively.  Applications must relate to research or conferences which will be in the future at the time of application and of grant disbursal.
18.
Further information on the Biosocial Society postgraduate bursary scheme can be obtained from the Society’s Secretary (see above for current details), or its web site (http://www.biosocsoc.org/) where changes in arrangements and office-bearers will also be announced as they arise.
