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Rationale and aims:  
 
We live in an ever-more litigious society, in which social scientists are increasingly obliged to 
recognize, respect and maintain the moral integrity of the peoples they study. But creation and 
implementation of ethical procedures in social scientific research practice have proved deeply 
problematic and divisive: therefore the need for this conference, the first to compare ethical 
approaches across the anthropological disciplines.  
-- A primary aim of this conference is to investigate contemporary ethical dimensions of fieldwork 
carried out by social anthropologists, biological anthropologists and primatologists, e.g. cyber-ethics; 
fieldworking wars; anthropology’s relations with the military; the moral issues within an anthropology 
of development; the nature of informed consent when working cross-culturally; the ethical value of 
establishing community projects in protected primate areas though it is estimated they will most likely 
fail; under what conditions can genetic material today be collected for research; why ethics review 
panels find it difficult to assess, and to approve qualitative research proposals, etc.  
-- A second aim is to explore, by comparison of the examples presented, the extent to which 
anthropologists from different sub-disciplines experience common ethical problems in the course of 
their fieldwork, and in what ways those similarities (or differences) are tellingly significant.  
-- A third aim is to examine the transatlantic differences between US and European ethics panels, and 
the possible reasons for these differences and their consequences.  
-- A fourth aim is to discuss the formulation of ways in which ethics review panels might evolve so as 
to accommodate the intellectual benefits of qualitative research, as well as the ways qualitative 
research may have to evolve to accommodate contemporary ethical concerns. 
-- A fifth aim is to further the ACCEND (Anthropological Centre for Conservation, the Environment, 
and Development, Oxford Brookes University) project of fomenting a genuinely cross-disciplinary 
anthropology, not at the level of theory, but at the level of research methods. To our knowledge, this 
conference will be the first-ever comparative investigation of the ethical dimensions of biological 
anthropology, social anthropology, and primatology.Two years ago, as Director of ACCEND, I 
organized an international, cross-disciplinary conference on ‘Centralizing Fieldwork: critical 
perspectives from social anthropology, biological anthropology and primatology’, whose selected 
proceedings are in press with Berghahn Publishers, Oxford. The conference proposed here builds on 
the success of the 2007 one and on a small, international workshop run by ACCEND in April 2008, on 
‘Research ethics’, whose success and popularity demonstrated to us the need and value of 
organizing a larger gathering, which would lead to publication. The proposed conference strives to 
further these efforts, and to extend our building of this cross-disciplinary space, via the study of 
research methods. It is our intention to publish the selected proceedings as a book with Berghahn.  
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